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A Project for Comprehensive Learning
by Making Booklets of Local Information

—Teaching Visual Design Based on Fieldwork—

MIURA Keiko,ARAI Yoshifumi

Hokkaido University of Education Iwamizawa School

We held a comprehensive learning class for students of the Visual Art Department of Iwamizawa Campus of
Hokkaido University of Education in 2008, which is aimed at learning through experience of examining editorial
design, which is based on a fieldwork in a local community. The activity named “Making a Mini Guidebook for
Shops and Retailers in Iwamizawa” began with collecting information from local commercial area. The students
then made out the A4 paper-sized guidebook by utilizing these data. This thesis is about details of the activity
and a review of its results. What the students asked for were not only to bring creativity to visual design such as
layouts of photos and articles in the booklet, but to research and edit it by sharing roles in group working. The
quality of the activity were more than what we expected, the layouts succeeded in bringing about each student’
s characters. According to their reports, interviewing the shop clerks was a good opportunity to have more

communications beyond generations, and it eventually promoted a better understanding of the local community.



